HEADGUARTERS
UEITED STATHS AKMY, BERLIN
AP0 742

ARBA-GA ‘ 24 November 1963

SUBJECT: Observance of Mourning for Late President John F. Kennedy

0 Soe Distribution

1. The purpose of this letter is to provids guidance to all
members of this Command, including their dependents, «s to onr
conduct, actiong, and the scope of our activities during the 30 -
day po lLOd of Hational kounrning for the late President of the
United States, John F. heunedy.

2. The period of Official MNational Hourning comriénced 22
November and will continue to be ohservel through 21 December 1963,
This is a )1Lm“ pcriad in which every Unitad States Citizen 1in
Berlin is GY]\t 21 to coaduet hoaceld ia such & wey that he cannodb
fail to relizoct the ipncermost fan'ivnzs of all Aaevicuns in our hour
of Mationsl sorrow., The losas of cur Leosident is not ouly a grave
lusa co all Amcricans bLut to the wutirce free world, This ic parti-~
cularly tre hcre in Rerlin where Croeoidont fcennedy endeared himgeldf
in the l”dlu of all Perliners aad stood as a sywhol of freedom and
friendghip. 3Boceauvse thelr loss approacheg our own, the eyes of all
Berliuor“ Vill Le vpow us and our conduct will be subject to care-
ful scrutiny uuring this solomn pericd. This is vo time for frivolity
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but ratrcr iz @ period for scrions refiecticn and meoeration.

3. In ohservance of the mourning meriod this command ig taking
the actiong listad below. Thesa ecltions do not cover every case that
will arise. Undoubtadly you will be cortronted by nunerous situations
reguiving valuce judgoement oo yoar part. In these areas the command
can ouly proids you with broad puldelines of approprinte hehavior.
In cuses not covered by aspecific instructions, ycu chould be govarnsd
mainly by the dictates of your own conscisnce as well as the need
for discretion, decoruaw and good taste. If you are in doubt as to
the propriety ot your actions iIn soume specific situation you are
enconraced to seek Turther guidance from this headguarters. Buch
gueries should We directed %0 the AColS, G-1 Berlin Brigade.

4. Durirns the pericd unitil the time of ipterment of Prosident
Kennedy ‘)IL-:;__J_‘.).Y_U'_E ox the Comaa e

Secretary of Loflinse has directed that c1l LOD Fersonuel will ob-
serve Monday 25 Wovember 1003% as a day of rourning. The 25th of
November will oo a len-Work Iay except for essential activities,

A1l FPersonnel, oxcept those whose continpued presence is directed,
will be OXCHSJQ Trom duty. Civilian saployees (US & LN) who are not
reguired to work will he excuscd vitnout charge to leave or loss of
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will oheerve tne lollouznh:




AEBA-GA
SUBJECT: Observance of Mourning for Late President John F. Kennedy

(2) The sponsoring of Thanksgiving Day Dinners -in
Unit mess halls for special German guests will procced as planned.

(3) The catering of Thanksgiving Day Dinner to re-
sidents of Steinstuecken will be conducted on the weekend of 30
Mov - 1 Dec,

(4) Catering of Thanksgiving Day Dinners for hospitals
and orphanages by NCO and EM messes e¢nd the T.R.R. School will pro-
ceed as planned.

e. Christmas Parties,

(1) No formal Christmas parties will be scheduled by
units or staff divisions at clubs, recreational tacilities or out-
side civiiian establishaents until noon 21 Decenmber 1963. This in-
civdes_the sponsnring of Christmas perties for LUR employees.

(2) small scale office type Christmas parties are
authorized (to include LUR employews) during duty hours but these
must be very moderate, dignified, and of relatively short duration.

fo A4 fotivities,
(1) Wormal Scouting, and Athletic Activities will con~
tinue.

(2) The AYA Snack Bar will operate as normal.

(3) Informal dancing will be permitted, however, this
will be closely supervised and limited mainly to the moderate rhythm
of normal ballroom dancirg,

(4) TFolk dancing instruction regularly scheduled for
each Wednesdoy way continuc.

(5) WMo special parties, dunces, banquets, etc. will
be held.

(6) 411 members of the 4Y4 will be thoroughly oriented
by the a¥Yi Officer regording tho nueed for cxtreme moderation in all
their activities during this pariod. Their individual responsibilities
to maintain proper decorum will be carefully spelled out.

g. T.h.R. School, Moderate Christmas Parties during school
hours would be considered acceptable. However, formally organized
dance parties, baunquets etc. should not be programmed. Normal com-

petitive athletic activities should preoceed as scheduled.

h. Group Travel to Eerlin., The 4CofS, G-1 will review the
gspecific situation regarding each gioup scheduled for travel to Ber-
lin during this period. Each ceasce will be considered for further ap-
proval, on its merits, based on ihe sise and composition of the group,
purpose of trip, type activities plaaned, etc,
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AELBA~GA 24 Movember 1963
SUBRJECT: Observance of lourning for Late President John . Kennedy

i. Leaves and Passeﬁl Mo change in existing policy.

Je Ladies Luncheons. Tormal luncheons may be conducted

in good taste provided tncy are unecessary for the proper functioning
of ladies orgenizations.

telines are furnished to assist individuals

6. The following guic

iitngi;ﬁtuU to their persona ACLJV1T L during the mourning vneriod,

A. Trivote portica such as cocktail parties and pre-scason
Christmas partics, etc. are not considered to be in good tasts during
this time of official mourning for our late President, Ho“ever,
this doos not precivds all swall inforunal gatherings and dinners of
an intimatc nature.

b. With regurd to dress, and personal bLehavior, members
of this Comumand and their denendents snould be vnarticularly sensitive
to the necd to maintain the highest steandards of decorum and dignity
vhen appearing ontside the geograpnical Linits of the military com-
munity.

Ca Once egain, moderation should be the keynote of all your

s ~....~..._._..

individual actaw

7. The conlunts of thics lotter «11ll be given the widest disse-
mination arnd will be brought fo the attention of =ll military per-
sonriel. & cony will be prowmincntly displayed on all unit bulletin
bourds,

FOR TUL COMMANDEER:

J

N At o~ Lo

.]{ ", S‘\vv SATU Guld
L% Col, aGC

DISVRTKTWTON Adjutant General




AEBA-GA 24 Novewmber 1963
SUBJECT: Observance of Mourning for Late President John F., Kennedy

b. A combined memorial service will be held at 1100 hours
onn 25 November. Details of this service are being publicized se-
parately.

c. All public entertasinment will be cancelled. This in-
cludes movies, live shows and other forms of entecrtainment.

d. Officers, NCO and Service Clubs may remain open for
meals and normal activities. ALl bars will remain closed. Dancing
will be prohibited.

e, LM Clubs at McNair and Andrews Barracks will be clcsed.

f. A1 RBES activities will be closed on Mondav, 25 November
except the snack bars, the Sundgauer appartments delicatessen and barber
and beautyshovs. However, neither the snack bar rnor the delicatessen
will sell beer that day. Time of opening of the above is 1300 hours.

-

g. The commissary and other O activities in the Shopping
Center will he clicsed on Monday, 25 Novemhex.

Do IDnming tnhe 30 - day rerind of N¥avional mourning the fol-

lloricy ceramonies and all official eniertainment will

A11 Clubs (OFfi-cr; WCO, EM, Service) may resume
excent for ihe folloving ’

()
normal daily o;

(2) o forwal pariies or rccepbtions will be sponsored.
The Prigade Guerferly party originalily scheduled for December g
cancelilad,

(2) Entertainment, music and dancing will be kept with-
in the realm of good taste.

c. 8r UPTul S¢

\ - N - . .
(1) Sports facili%ice such as gymnasiums, swimming pools,
bowling allcys, etcs, will be open and normal competitive athlelis
activities will be resumed.

(2) Theaters will resume operation. However, there
will be no live enteriainwent such as USO shows and soldier chews.

Best and West Berlin Tours will ve continuved.

—
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d.  Thanksgiving Activities-

(1) The Thanksgiviag Day Dinner to bz hosted by the
Commanding General., Beul-in Brigele for German guests, scheduled
for the Harnack House the ¢vening of 27 November is ocancclled.
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