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N.HS. HITS
THE ROAD

By Steve Slifer

This vear's National Honor Socie-
ty, having just received the volun-
teer sponsorship of Mr. and Mrs.
Payne, has finally convened for an
organizational meeting.

In the meeting Mr. and Mrs. Payne
expressed their understanding of
their role as sponsors. Also, the
bylaws of the society were briefly
discussed, and it was suggested
that a committee evaluate and bring
forth any possible amendments for
the constitution and/or bylaws.

Among some of the specifiecs dis-
cussed at the meeting were: whether
or not present members would be re-
evaluated on their qualifications
for membership,when the next induc-
tion ceremony will be held, and
what the qualifications should be
for membership. Also, during the
meeting, yearbook pictures were tak-
en.

This vear's officers were intro-
duced as Mark Workman, President:
Hobey Navies, Viece President; and
Robert Wieland,Secretary-Treasurer.

Periodiec updates on this organi-
zation may be obtained in future
issues of Bearin' Down.

VARSITY CLUB
SCORES VICTORY

By Steve Slifer

The Fall Sports Awards Banquet
was® recentlv held at the Berlin
American Hiph School cafeteria un-—
der the auspices of the Varsity
Club. This November 18th banquet
commenced at 1830 hours.

The bill of fare was pot luck,
with the RBooster Club catering the
entree, and the Varsity Club, the
beverages. Fach of the individual
teams contributed additional dishes.

Following dinner the host, Var-
sity Club President Troy Mason ad-
dressed those in attendance by in-
troducing the separate coaches.

Fach coach called forth the indi-
vidual atheletes of his/her team
and presented each with a sports
letter or certificate of participa-
tion. The coaches also expressed
their gratitude to each of their
volunteer assistant coaches.

The sports teams attendant at the
banquet were hoth varsity and jun-
ior varsitv: football, wvollevball,
crosscountry, and golf.

This ceremony was a major victory
for the newly established Berlin
\merican High School Varsity Club,
ind showed the leadership and poten-
tial of this organization.
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ETC SELECTS DELEGATES

By Steve Slifer

On Wednesday, November 28, _the
Educational Trip Club held it's
annual board for the Presidential
Classroom.

In  a previous meeting the Educa-
tional Trip Club decided on sending
four members to the Presidential
Classroom in Washington, D.C. The
first two will be completely funded
for the registration fee and trans-
portation. The second two must pay
for their own transportation, how-
ever, the three hundred dollar reg-
istration fee will be covered by
the club.

In order to qualify,the applicant
must be an active participating
member of the club. A resumé was
to be written along with a minimum

SCA AIDS ACS

By Steve Slifer

Student Council has organized a
charity projeet for our school to
help the needy families of the com-
munity.

The project is to collect non-
perishable canned goods to help the
less fortunate to have a more enjoy-
able Christmas. These canned goods
will be given to the American Commu-
nity Services branch to be distribu-
ted.

This project is a competition be-
tween each of the classes. A mini-
mum of 250 canned goods from each
class is requested. These canned
goods are to be turned in to class
SPONSOTS.

The class collecting the most
canned goods will receive a prize.

FBLA FORMS

By Steve Slifer

The Future Business Leaders of
America 1is a national organization
that alds in guiding and encourag-
ing students interested in the busi-
ness field. Tt has over 8,000 chap-
ters and is in all 50 states.

The Berlin American High School
has formed a chapter for those per-
spective business-career.interested
students.

The officers of the Berlin chap-
ter of the FBLA are: Veronica
Kosevich, President: Tracy Groover,
Viece President; Michele Conover,
Secretary; Lynne Schenkelberger,
Treasurer: and Nancy Chartier, His-
torian.

Membership is still open;for more
information attend the meetings an-
nounced in the School Bulletin.

of two letters of recommendation,
and to be turned in to Ms. Okura.
Having completed these prerequi-
sites the applicant was then allow-
ed to present him/herself before
the selection board.

The board was composed of members
of the various supporting organiza-
tions, representative faculty mem-
bers and students.

Having successfully comnleted all
the previous requirements, the se-
lection board evaluated ecach candi-
date. Those selected to represent
Berlin American High School are
Richard Clarke, Steve Slifer, April
Coffin, and Mark Workman.

At the Model United Nations in
the Hapue, Holland, the FEducational
Trip Club will be representing the
countries of South Africa and Gra-
nada.

The selection
trip was a

process for this
board, rating each of
the club's candidates on their per-
formance in a debate. This debate
was held on November 27, during
sixth period.

The delegates to represent South
Africa (Listed alphabetically) will
be Richard Clarke, April Coffin,
Irvin Hicks, Steve Slifer, and Mark
Workman., To represent Granada will
be Jeff Alexander, Connie Phillips,
Peter Stein, Don Stovall. and Ted
Wugofski.

BERLIN HARMONIZES
WITH FRANKFURT

By Steve Slifer
The Berlin American High School
chorus joined with the Frankfurt
High School chorus, who call them-

selves the. "Meloteens.'

This ensemble presentation began
sixth period, November 19, with
Frankfurt leading things off.

The Meloteens, conducted by their
director, Mrs. Johnson, presented
their program consisting of the
songs: '"While the Bright", "Once
Upon a Dream'", "Sledge Bells", and

excerpts from the Broadway musical,
"Annie."

The Berlin chorus, under the di-
rection of Miss Risner, sang the
following songs: ''Feelings", "Time
in a Bottle", and "Memories."

Following their separate perform-
ances the two groups combined under

the direction of Mrs. Doty Poulus.
They sang: "I Hear a Voice a Pray-
ing", "In the Mood", and "Madam
Janette,"
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' %?:SEASONS GREETINGS




Toni Hassell

Twas tlie night before Christmas and all through Berlin,
The people were joyful and happy within.
The trees were all 1it with white, shining lights,
Waiting for Santa to come by that night.
The children were excited, the grownups were worn out,
From shopping and scuffling and bustling about.
There were last minute sales at C & A,
And last minute gifts from Ka De We.
The Ku-damm lights, the crowded streets,
Was a place where everyone seemed to meet.
I on the 11 bus headed for home,
Wondering who called me on the phone.
As I reached my house with bags in my hands,
I could hear the sound of the live rock bands.
1t was only 10 and getting late,
And Santa Claus was on his way.
My mom was baking pies and cakes,
Trving very hard to stay awake.
The children were anxious to go to sleep,
To wake up to their Christmas treats.
They all were nestled in their beds,
While creamy cupcakes danced in their heads.
They dreamed of candy canes ten feet high,
And chocolate-covered butterflies.
I wandered to the kitchen to cook some more.
When I heard a knock upon the door.
I answered the door, and who did I see?
A big white Santa Claus looking at me.
He held his belly and twinkled his nose,
And held his fingers. frosty and cold.
I invited him in and gave him a seat.
And brought him something to eat,
I gave him a bockwurst and a plate of pommes frites,
And gave him a cigar that T had Lt
He asked if I'd heard of the Riverboat,
And I replied with a funny joke,
' Have “ou ever heard of Santa Claus,
With elephant ears and flabby jaws?"
And he just laughed with his hand on his belly,
That sihook like a bowl of strawberry jelly.
He wali:ed to the door and opened it wide,
And stood with his head held up high.
He brought in a bag, very large in size,
As T stood there wondering what he had inside.
ile asked. “How come you're mot in bed?",
He shook his finger and nodded his head.
“Oh Santa Claus,’' I replied,
Somecne had to sit with Clyde.”
He said. Okay, I'll let vou slide,
But don't thing you're taking me for a ride."
And I asked. ''Okay. now what's for me,
Among the gifts below the tree?’ -
And he said, “All right, just settle downm,
And T'1l tell yvou before I make my rounds.
1 bought you a gift of love and peace,
Which you may spread among the streets.
And T will leave this gift with you,
To do with it what pleases you
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A CHRISTMAS IN BERLIN
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I gave him a kiss and a great big hug,

As he squeezed me tight, my shoulders shrugged.

He got his belongings off the floor,

And slowly headed for the door.

He walked down the steps in the very cold night,

And stepped in a cab, yellow and bright.

He went to Sundgauer and Goerzallee,

To place the gifts below the trees.

He went to Dahlem and Clayallee,

Buchsweiler Strasse, and Thielallee.

He went to Dueppel to finish his job,

And worked his way to Teltowerdamm.

He stopped by Schlangenbader, TCA,

Pueckler Housing Area, and Schuetzalle.

He went by Andrews, McNair and BB,

And left new radios and color TVs.

His last stop was at the Harnack House,

Where he met a new friend, Ben, the mouse.

He finished his chore and fled down the stairs,

And ran to find out his taxi fare.

He looked at the driver who bluntly said,

“Einhundert Deutsche Mark ist Seiner fare,”

So he got in the cab on his way to Tegel,

To return to his home, the Horth Meneagle.

I heard him exclaim as he rode out of sight,

"Merry Christmas to all, and to all, a good night."<Z?
]

AND THEN COMES
WINTER :

firade 123’
She smiles, fishting to hold bael: tears.Two chi]d~{&
N

R e L Lm0 T 0l O

Thomas Varren

ren cling plavfully to his pantleg, chivious to the
emotions above.The Chihuahua is cemfortably imbedded
in his arm. fo =oodhyes are spoken for fear of what
they might bring. He hands the strur-ling Chihuahua [

to his wife, neels the two children off his ler. and
throws the duffel bag over his slioulder. Slowly he
walks toward the plane, not darins to lool bacl for o
fear of what he might see. No lenrer able te control
the tears, she eries softlv. The children lonk on
and wonder what has hanpened.Thev wave.The Chihuahua

whimpers silently as il it knows =hat others reject.
Auturmn besins. { 4]
Late f211: the last leaf elinrs to the branch for
life. The children play outside, runninc and ve]linﬂfﬁ
as children often do. Their mother, inside is busilv
making dinner. The Chihuabua stretches lazilv on thé.\f
sofa awaitinc supner., There comes a lnochk uhon the 2
door. The wife nuiets the viecouslvy attackine Chihua-
lua as she rushes teo oren the door. Into her hand is ’
placed a telesram. Mrs. Smith, we
vou :
A widow curses God as the last leaf falls to
eround. The children continue to nlay.

re~ret to inform



"PROMISES MADE
70 BREAK

YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS

Dave Fox:

"Do all +things this year that T
didn't do last year."

Dave Paulson:
"Same as Dave Fox plus, get out of
this insane city."

Robin MeDonalds
"To be nice to weird people."

ﬁias Gygaxs
iTo live through the rest of the
school year."

Ms. Risners
"o keep track of my pencil.”

Mark Workman:
Yo longer meke New Year's
tions."

DON'T HEAT
IT- EAT IT

We at Berlin American High School
should be honored, for, two weeks
-ago our school was host to twelve
kitchen geniuses, who for several
hours after school, each made a
gingerbread house from scratch.
Using M&M's, cookies, coconut, ice
cream cones, other delicious cand-
ies, and sorething called '"Royal
Icing" to held it all together,
‘twelve houses were made and taken
home to be Christmas Centerpieces.
Although there were conflicting re-
ports as to the sucess of the pro-
ject, a fun time was had by all.
And the crafty people behind these
culinary creations were:  April
Nadworny, Chris Ureigas, Daniella
Stevens, Allen Evans, Mike Brady,
Somsck Somcheeny, Carol Hackett,
Sherry Ford,Joy Pelfz,Angela Byron,
Leah Anderson, Glen Howell, and of
course Mrs. Boddie, the Home Econ-
omics teacher.

SOUNDS OF
CHRISTMAS

On Sunday, Dec 2; ten students
from the music department played at
the Ohristmas Bazaar being given
by the "Kirchengemeinde" on Bis-
marckallees Ms. Risner, the music
teacher, was asked if our school
would 1like to be represented in
this event for charity. She was
also asked if she could arrange
for them to play American Christmas
carols. S0, at 11:30 the ten stu-
dents who had volunteered met at
the school, and from there went to
the church on Bismarckallee.

Pesolu~-

Dear Editor,

"At our school dances our music is always disco, never punk or country
or rock or even pop! WHY IS THAT SO?

Can't we at least take a poll to find out if everyone wants the ‘kind
of music they always play? 1Is it fair to the rest of us to have this
music shoved down our throats?

ROCK-N-ROLL

Dear Rock-n-Roll,

The people who organize our dances here at the school usually select
the person who plays the music, the D.J. The D.J. usually 1s a profes-
sional person, and to help encourage crowds he must play the contempor-
ary music of today's discos. You may contact me on your ideas for the
poll.

Student Council President,
Richard Clarke

Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter about the bells in this sclicol. lHot only
does it seem that the 5 minute warning bell has been quieted, but also

that the clocks in this school are at least five minutes fast. I leave
my house in the morning roughly at 8:20. I could always get to school
before the first bell rang at 5:25. Lately, however, I have been

arriving anywhere from 8:29 to 8:35 school time. This is neither -cor-
rect nor convenient, since it has resulted in my being late to class
every day this week. When will the clocks in this school be fixed?

-PEEVED PUPIL
Dear Peeved Pupil,

Clocks, like everything else, age, and our clocks are now over
old and have developed many problems.
repaired (set to correct time) by Siemens Co. who has the repair con=-
tract. Because of the many problems with the clock/bell system, Sismens
has now cancelled this contract stating that the clock system is beyond
repair. A new system is now on order. Army engineering personnel will

15 years
Until now, our clocks have been

do their best to keep our system operating until the new one arrives.

-Mr. Stowell
Dear Editor,

It has come to my attention that despite the fact that there are trash

cans in every hall for our use, people continually misuse them.

These trash cans were designed for trash, not to contain bodies or as
basketball hoops. T would like to thank everyone who has been consid-
erate enough to appreciate public property.

ANOINYMOUS
Dear Students,

This column is entitled "Letters to the Editor'".
contain letters to the Editor. But the Editor is not recieving any let-
ters. If you have a complaint, statement or plea, feel free to put it
into writing end send it to the Editor. All you need to do is drop the
letter off in room 103 and the Editor will try to get an answer for you
and have your letter published in the next issue of Bearin' Down.

Therefore it should

THARNK YOU
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ALL | WANT FOR
“CHRISTMAS. . .

Santa has visited the Publications
class and left the following:

TO: Felicity Lee-
A pen that works so she can
write to her friends.

TO: Mr. Sullivan-
A genuine set of imitation
Wogofski Emeralds.

TO: Cletis and Toni-~
A matching wardrobe.

TO: Carolyn Lindsay-
A muzzle

TO: Mr, Lazenby-
A stepladder to add a
height te his stature

TO: Laura Kempton-
A bufterfly net to catch all
the late students who try to
sneak in.

TO: Ms. Rekucki-
A well deserved lst prize for
the Rosemarie Clooney look
alike contest.

. T0O: Connie, Bama, Charlotte, and

Sharon, Scott, and Evan-
A polden cast.

TO: Mr Chavis-
A suit that matches.

TO: MNewspaper Staff-
A new editor-in-chief.

TO: Mrs Payne-
Big Ben.

TO: Dave Paulson-
Basketball skills.

To: Mrs. Bair

A gallon-bottle of Tipp-Ex
and a bottle of Maalox.

UP IN SMOKE

Cheech Marin and Tommy Chong (bat-
ter known es Cheech and Chong) are
perhapa +to the seventies what

" Leurel and Hardy were to the twen-
tiess (Cheech is the father of a
poor Mexican family 1living in Los
Angeles. (Chong, on the other hand,
comss from a wealthy wupper class
family. He leaves his parents af-
ter an argument concerning his in-
ability to get a job and moves in
with Cheech. Between trying to
orgenize a band, and getting high,
the two cultural drop-outs manage
to smuggle the largest shipment of
mari juana out of Mexico in history,
much to the dismay of :3gts Sedenko
and his "Keystone Undercover-Cops®l

8 sheets, and a few pages of

b yvearbook will be sent out on

firive about the end of May.

not &t the same time,

twe pages of the '79-'80 year- §
hook have been sent to Wals—

grorth Publishing Company in
Marceline, Missouri. The theme
pf this year's annual is "Turn—[#

§0 ing Point". The sections which [

were gent to Walsworth . were
the szeventh and eighth grade
ipections, the cover and end-

The last psages of the

February 15, and the completed
yearbookse sre expected to ar-

little ’\i 2 ’! I : E;
E ®

¥We went around the school and asked
variovs students and teachers what
they are going to do during Christ-
mas vacation. v

Karsen Reilly:
Tisit with her brother.

Julia Howell:
Qombination of work,

relaxation,
visiting, and partying.

Hopefully
Richard Olarke:
Going skiing in Garmisch.

Dave Fox:
Not doing homework,

Miss Gygex:
Skiing in Bad Tolz.

Ms. Rianer:
Going to Kentucky.

AT  HOME

Home being where you hang your
hat, the Bearin' Down Staff decided
to run an article on a typicaily
German Christmas,

In Germany, the holiday  season
starts on December 5, when the
children watch for the good Saint
Nicholas. On the evening of the
5th, the children pelish their hest
shoes and set them out on the door
step. If the child has been bad the
past year, he will find switches in
his shoes. If the c¢hild has been
good, his shoes will be filled with
small presents, candy and fruit.
Quite often they find a little of
both in their shoes. :

The next occasion in Decewber is
December 24th, Christmas Eve. The
German family eats Ohristmas dinner
and waite for the Christkind(Christ
Child) to come and bring them pres-
ents. After supper they all listen
for the tinkling of a little bell
announcing that the tree is decorat-
ed and the presents are under the
tree. Before the gifts are opened,
the femily sings Stille Nacht (8il-
ent Night) and other favorite car~
cls.

Another Christmas <tradition is
the Adventskranz (Advent's Wreath).
it is a wreath made of pine branch-
es holding four candles. Every Sun-
day in December the family gathers
eround the wreath and one candle is
1it, the final candle to be burned
pn the last Sunday.

Aleng with the Adventskranz there
is the tradition of the Advent Cal-
endar. This is the first present
given to & child in the holiday
season. It is a calendar of +the
month of December wup to Christmas
Eves It has a picture on the front
with emall doors worked into the
design. There is a door for every
day. Behind these doors are small
pictures apprlying to the holiday
season. These days the Advent Cal-
endars are fancier and some of them
have candies or even smell presents
hehind the &3ors. ) i
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'BEAR-A-CUDAS
,STROKE
AUGSBUR

The Berlin Bear-a-cudas hosted
the Augsburg Otters in a European
Forces S#im League swim meet recen-
tly at Andrews Pool. There  were
several outstanding swims as the
Bear-a-cudas won the meet, 279-115.

The Bear-a-cudas took 33 of the
48 events in the meet, 10 of which
wer2 1-2-3 sweeps. In another 10,
the Bear-a-cudas Ffinished 1-2 and
als:o won seven out of the eight re-
lay .

Four Berlin swimmers had three
win: apiece. Colleen Pierce won
the l0-and-under 100-meter individ-
ual medley, 50-meter backstroke,
and 5C-meter butterfly. Katharine
#eouzh, had wins in the 11-12 50-
meter freestyle, 100-meter individ-
ual medley and 50-meter butterfly.
For the second time in three tries,
Katherines times in each event were
all within one second of the EFSL
records. Veronique Alderson won
the 15-18 girls' 100-meter Ffree-
style, 200-meter individual medley,
and 100-meter butterfly.Veronique's
“times in the freestyle and butter-
fly races were also within a few
ticks of the EFSL records. Skip
Sherrell continued to be unbeaten
this year by winning the 15-18 100-
meter freestyle, 200-meter individ-
ual medley, and 100-meter hutterfly.
Like his teammates, Skip also had
near-record times in the freestyle
and individual medley. He helds
the EFSL freestyle record and mis-
sed the individual medley record by
three one-hundredths of a second.

Berlir's 15-18 relay quartet of
Skip Sherrell, Katherine Keough,
Veronique Alderson and Mitch Mosler
finished just four-tenths*of a sec-
ond away from a new EFSL record.

The brothers Wugofski of Berlin,
Ted and Tim, each placed first in
the 100-meter breaststroke, and th-
ird in the 100-meter freestyle. Timm
did it ir the 13-14 age group, and
Ted in the 15-18 age group.

BEAR-A-CUDAS

WRESTLING
SCHEDULE

19 January away Baumholder
26 January home Berlin
2 February away Zweibruecken

19 February away Osterholz
16 February away Wuerzburg
23 February home Berlin

28-29 February
1 March Championships

SPO
EXTRAS...

The Girl's Intramurals Program
has begun. The girls are practicing
frequently and are planning on play-
|1ng in the Intramural Women's Lea-
‘gue. Many of the girls participat-
ing are future prospects for the
high school team.

The second-half cheerleaders try-
outs are underway. There are many
new girls trying out as well as
some of the former cheerleaders
from the first half.

Men's Varsity amd Junior Varsity
tryouts will begin on January 2.
Crane Biberstein will be the head~
coach this year. Mr Biberstein was
formerly a winning basketball
coach here at the Berlin American
High School, two years ago. That
year he led the Bears to a 17-3
record and a second-place Silver
Division finish.

On Sunday, December 16,the Berlin
American High School Swim Team will
meet Mannheim at the Andrews Swim-
ming pool here in Berlin., The team
has several outstanding swimmers
and the meet is sure to be a good
~ne,

There are many DYA activities take-

Ang place during the month of Decem-

ber. For all those interested 'in
any of these events, stop by’ the
DYA, or call them at 6293.

BASKETBALL
CHEDULE

25=-26 Januery away Karlisruhe
1-2 February home Zweibrucken
8~9 February away Baunholder
15=16 Februery home Kerlsruhe

22-23 February away 4weibrucken

1 March home Baumholder

BASKETBAL
CLINIC HEL'D

AT SPORTS CENTER

On November 28 and 29, a basket-
ball clinic was held for all boys
interested in playing basketball.
On November 28, the clinic was held
for sophmores and freshmen,in which
sixteen boys participated. Un Novem-
ber 29, the clinic was held for jun-
iors and seniors, in which ten boys
participated. The clinic was sgt
up by Major Eric Marshall and“Mr. C-
obb.

Mr, Cobb and *'r. Rodriguez ran
the clinic and tested the partici-
pants on ball handling skills,shocot-
ing skills, passing skills, and
knowledge of the game. First, they
had the boys shoot lay-ups using
both the right hand and the 1left
hande hen they had the boys do
some jump shots from diffrent are-
as on the court. After the jump sh-
ots, the participants dribbled thr=
ough a maze of cones, testing their
ball handling skills. Next,-.they
ran a three on two drill, in which
two men on -defense played against
three men on offense. The last
drill was a game of four on four
in which teams were made, and one
team would be on defense and the ot-
her on offense. Varsity Coach,
Crane Biberstine, was present  at
the clinic. "e chose the players he
thought had a chance to make the hi-
ghechool team. From the freshmen
and sophmore group: ~rian Frazier,
Roneld Watt, Greg Routin, Tyrone Pa-
rks, Henry Sensley, and Mark Louis
were chosen. From the junior and
senior group: Andre Earley,Charles
Henr sDavid Paulson, David Fox, and
Jim gatchelder.

This-list does't mean that 'these
not chosen cannot go out for the
highschool team. The list just me-
ans that those people on the list,
in Mr. Piberstines eyes, have a ve-
ry good chance of makzng the “Var-

sity team.
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